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Well actually it was the day that
Storm Doris hit Irby.

It blew in on Thursday 23rd February
causing considerable damage to
trees, fences and roofs in and around
the village.

A major casualty was The Jubilee
Tree which stood outside Irby
Library. It was planted by ITPAS in
1977 to commemorate Queen
Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee.
Originally a small sapling, it grew to
a 30’ mature Cedar tree.

But on 23rd February, 60% of the tree
came down, luckily without injury to
persons but once again with some
damage to the Christmas fairy lights.

Regrettably, the Council’s approved
tree inspector condemned the tree
and recommended its removal.

Since then, ITPAS has been working
closely with the council, and its
approved arborist, to secure a

suitable replacement tree. After
several suggestions including a
“spreading chestnut tree”, the final
recommendation from the tree
specialist was for an oak tree so as
to withstand the strong winds in that
spot.

Vice Chairman, Roy Fisher, and
secretary Ian Chalmers, supervised
the planting of the new tree in April.

We are currently looking at the
suggestion from one of the local
businesmen for a circular bench and
circular paved area around the trunk.

Watch this space.

Doris Day in Irby

There will be a ceremony to
commemorate the planting of the tree

on  Thursday 7th September at 10.30am
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When ITPAS was approached by WBC to
nominate a site for a new bench in a special
place, the wall opposite St Bartholomew’s
Church in Thurstaston, immediately sprung to
mind. An existing bench which has long been a
favourite resting place for walkers was in a very
dilapidated condition and long overdue for
replacement. Following a site meeting with
representatives of the Councils grants,
conservation and highways departments, it was
agreed that the suggested location would be a
suitable spot. The council’s generous offer has
afforded a replacement bench in a design more
in keeping with the conservation status of the
village and in a position where visitors can rest
and take in the lovely views and our historic
church and hall.

ITPAS has long felt that the status of the village
of Thurstaston should be recognised in some
tangible way. To that end the Society has
arranged for the purchase and installation of a
sandstone plaque in the wall at the top of Station
Road.

Following our successful applications for funding
through WBC, ITPAS committee and willing
volunteers have continued the daffodil planting
programme initiated three years ago which has
seen daffodils popping up in Thingwall, Irby and
Pensby. This year we decided to plant at
Thurstaston roundabout and were thrilled by the
impact of the ten thousand daffodils and the
positive feedback we received.
Grant applications will open again shortly and we
hope to be successful once more and be able to
continue planting. Please contact us if you wish
to nominate a new site.

Our ITPAS Committee and other volunteers
recently had a Working Party to ‘tidy-up’ around
the iconic ‘Irby Tree’ near the Anchor.
Overhanging branches were removed and grass
cut back from the pavement. Fallen coping
stones have now been reset.

New members are vital to the future of ITPAS. When you
have read this Newsletter please pass it to a friend or
neighbour to read mentioning, of course, that the cost of
membership is just £5 per household per year. If you
manage to stir any interest please let me know and I will
take it from there.
Latimah Sinclair Membership Secretary 648 2444

MEMBERSHIP

TLC for Thurstaston

Celebrating a Conservation Area

A Host of Golden Daffodils
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AGM - Election of ITPAS office bearers
and committee.

ITPAS Secretary
Following the retirement of the existing
incumbent, there is a vacancy for ITPAS
Secretary with effect from July 2017.

Nominations for the vacancy may be made to the
current secretary, Ian Chalmers, up until the
closure of nominations at 7pm on Thursday 22nd

June 2017.

In the event of there being no nominations for this
post, then the remainder of the committee will
absorb the various duties in the interim, to
maintain continuity.

Other Committee posts
All of the remaining committee members are
willing to serve for a further year. Under the terms
of the constitution, at the Annual General Meeting,
the ITPAS membership will be asked, by a show
of hands vote, to re-appoint the following
members of the committee en bloc:

TITLE OFFICER
Chairman Melanie Walker
Vice Chairman Roy Fisher
Treasurer Latimah Sinclair
Planning/Footpaths Officer John Heath
Beach/Conservation Officer Jim McCormac
Irby Village Hall rep Pat Kinsey
Committee member Carole Penrose
Committee member Iris Stubbs

The committee meets once a month, normally on
a Tuesday morning. Any ITPAS member wishing
to be considered for the committee may make an
informal approach to the ITPAS Chairman,
Melanie Walker who will provide further
information. There is an invitation to potential
committee members to attend a meeting as an
observer in order to form a view as to whether “it
is for them”, or not.

Again Footpath FP44 (Hill Farm to the 'Anchor'
PH) hits the news for all the wrong reasons:
Whilst recent changes to stiles and gates have
made this footpath officially 'fully accessible', as
feared the section near Dawlish Road in the
vicinity of the 'Roman Well' (Londymere) has
been practically impassable for more than four
months and remains as such well into Spring.
We have seen many walkers having to turn back
and others losing shoes and boots in the
quagmire. Wirral 'Rights of Way' Officer, Robin
Tutchings, is to discuss with the Farmer how this
might be addressed - improved drainage would
help through ditch clearing and redirecting run-off
from the ploughed field. The section further on,
across Hill Farm and past the duck pond, was
badly dug up by foraging pigs.
ITPAS brought this to the attention of the Council
but further restoration is still required to restore
the surface and provide a safe footing along this
ancient 'fishermen's footpath' which runs from the
old Dawpool port on the River Dee to Irby
Village.
This Footpath features in many guide books as it
links welcome hostelries (The Anchor, Shippons
and Irby Club) with many attractive countryside
and seashore walks.

Footpath FP45 (Irby to Harrock Wood &
Pensby): Robin Tutchings, Wirral 'Rights of Way'
Officer, has been advised of the continuing need
for maintenance of this path and hedgerow.
Hopefully, this work will be completed before the
summer walking season commences; otherwise,
watch out as there are thorns on one side and

barbed wire on the
other!!

Photos: Impassable mud,
destructive pigs and
hedge trimming required.
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Our work during recent months has comprised three different aspects: firstly, our regular trawl through all
Planning Applications within the ITPAS Area, with comments, suggestions and objections being made as
appropriate; secondly, following up unresolved matters of continuing concern; and thirdly, informing ourselves
regarding the 'Wirral Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 2016' which will feed into the Council's
long-overdue 'Local Plan'. All aspects of our work are taken seriously as they have potential to affect our Area
for many years to come both for individual residents and the wider community. However, because the third
aspect has by far the highest potential to change the character of our Area and includes consideration of
development within our highly-valued Green Belt and as the 'Local Plan' is under pressure to be finalised, this
subject is outlined firstly below.

'Wirral Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 2016' and WBC's emerging 'Local Plan'.
All councils nationwide have been required to produce their 'Local Plan' which amongst many other aspects must show
in an evidence-based fashion how the 'Housing Need' in their area can be met in the timescales 0 to 5 years, 6 to 10
years and 11 to 15 years with all potential sites being designated as either 'Category One', 'Two' or 'Three' respectively
(unless 'excluded' for one reason or another). There has been an exhaustive survey and appraisal of potential sites
across Wirral carried out by Council Officers and Consultants. This was not in response to any change in Planning Law
or Guidance but in recognition of the generally agreed fact that there is a considerable Housing Shortage across the
Country and to ensure that this is addressed fairly and orderly, in a transparent and consistent format with local input,
avoiding any form of ad hoc decisions leading to a plethora of appeals.

Whilst it appears that the majority of Wirral's 'Housing Need' for many years could be provided by developing 'Brownfield'
sites, by bringing forward sites and schemes already given Planning Approval, by Infill and 'tandem development', by
'change of use' in non-rural areas and through other non-controversial means, one particular conclusion within a recent
Consultant's Report prompted ITPAS to delve more deeply and promptly into this subject: this was the statement that
Wirral's 'Housing Need' over the next 15 years could not be met entirely without some Green Belt land being involved.
Whilst it has always been considered that, as previously, some Green Belt land will be released at some time in the future,
this statement served to raise an alarm and concentrate minds.

Our first action was to ascertain the current approach being taken by WBC and Local Political Parties to the protection of
our Green Belt and other 'green spaces'. Happily, we received statements of universal and unwavering support for such
protection continuing, with any development requiring the same high level of 'exceptional circumstances' as previously -
but we decided we could not leave it there.

After studying available information, whilst things can change, we are able to say that ALL of the Green Belt sites within
the ITPAS area, assessed through the Council's current exercise, are listed as 'Category Three', and thus defined as

"sites considered not currently developable and subject to constraints which may only make them deliverable within an
11-15 year period". Whilst some comfort may be drawn from this, we had decided to look more closely at all the sites in
our Area which had been assessed for their potential for Housing Development.

These sites included 'Green Belt' sites, 'Greenfield' sites outside of the Green Belt ('green' areas, not previously
developed) and 'Brownfield' sites (urban and otherwise) where 'previously developed land' (PDL) or buildings are vacant,
derelict or contaminated. We are currently making our own assessments of these sites so as to ascertain which could
be supported, which might be supported given 'exceptional circumstances' and which would be opposed whatever the
circumstances. We wished to marshal our arguments for all cases. This work is ongoing but we are minded that some
form of presentation to and discussion with ITPAS Members and local residents may be appropriate in the near future
and we would welcome any input and feedback.

Meanwhile, anyone interested in looking through the 'Wirral Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 2016'
may do so by following the LINK: https://www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-plans-and-planning-policy/local-
planning-evidence-and-research-reports-4 .

The Regular Trawl through all Planning Applications within the ITPAS Area.
The vast majority of Applications were small domestic extensions and were not controversial. In a few instances
we made comment or alerted the Council's Enforcement Department and we are awaiting the outcomes

PLANNING OFFICER UPDATE



www.itpas.org Page 5

Irby, Thurstaston and Pensby Amenity Society

Unresolved Planning Matters of Continuing Concern.

Hillbark Hotel: There are two issues here which raise concern over a lack of information and failure to conclude
normal Planning procedures. A current Application, to renew Consent for the large Marquee, to give retrospective
approval for unauthorised extensions and changes, and to agree fresh commitments around restoration of the historic
Building, has remained unresolved despite the Application being 'validated' more than twelve months ago.

Secondly, containers within the Grounds (3 reportedly con-
verted to living units) plus an accumulation of redundant
equipment constituting a health hazard and an eyesore
within Royden Park. ITPAS believes that both these mat-
ters within Green Belt should be addressed but efforts
involving around 50 emails, several conversations and
meetings, and 2 'Freedom of Information Requests' have
elicited little more than rebuffs from the Planning and Legal
Departments. We make no apology in showing two illustra-
tive photos again.

The frustration felt by the ITPAS Committee over communication problems with the Council, despite input and support
from Local Councillors, led us to take the regrettable step of complaining to the Council Chief Executive, Eric Robinson,
expressing dissatisfaction with our dealings with his Planning Department. A prompt reply also expressed regret and
advised that the Head of Planning had been asked to respond to him - but David Ball is currently preoccupied with
leading the Council's response to the New Ferry Explosion. We will be seeking other means to an early and
meaningful response from the Chief Executive.

Townshend Avenue: The Application, to develop up to 35 new Houses on
Green Belt land, was refused but an Appeal has been lodged. ITPAS was
invited to add to our earlier, formal Objection and has lodged an expanded
Objection covering additional factors. This has been accepted within the
Enquiry. It may be several months before a Decision is reached.

Heatherlands: ITPAS supported the redevelopment of this 'eyesore' in principle but suggested improvements. Some
were taken on board by the Applicant and Planning Approval was granted. We believe that further modifications are
under discussion before works start on site. The suggestion to improve parking was not included.

Pensby Hotel Update: Following a successful Appeal, demolition of the Hotel
is complete and new building works are well underway. Recently, an additional
Planning Application has been lodged to add a (forgotten?) Sprinkler Building.
As this proposed new building is shown replacing a large new tree which would
have screened the Building from the West, and other detrimental changes are
shown including removal of a large tree, addition of a sizeable Electricity Meter
Housing and extra car parking spaces, reducing garden area, ITPAS has
lodged an Objection, suggesting how the same technical facilities could be
situated better, without loss of Landscaping.

Telephone Mast: Vodafone accepted ITPAS's arguments against their proposal to locate a shared 15-metre (50ft)
high radio Mast and three 2-metre (6' 6") high technical Cabinets at the corner of Thingwall Road and Irby/ Thurstaston
Road and applied for Planning Permission to locate them between the Car Park and Copse, shielded somewhat by
tall trees. Instead of locating the equipment within the public footpath, Vodafone agreed to see whether the Council
would accept them being located in the 'soft', just beyond the back-of-pavement without ongoing charges being levied.
Despite our urging the Council for this agreement and it being supported by Local Councillors, no decision was made
by the Council and Approval went through for the pavement location.

Right: Despite net curtains at
large windows, chairs, TV
aerials, satellite dish, fire
extinguisher, patio doors and
BBQ sets (and one person
admitting residency), WBC do
not consider these suggest
Containers have been used
as living accommodation !!

PLANNING Contd.

Right: Accumulating rubbish
in Green Belt, Royden Park -
eyesore and health hazard?
WBC remain silent !!



© ITPAS – Contact the Newsletter editor, details on this page, if you wish to extract
information from this Newsletter. For externally drafted articles, contact the copyright
holder or author directly (details will be shown). We are more than happy to receive
articles, comments, letters or suggestions though they may or may not be included in
our forthcoming Newsletters or on the ITPAS website. Any such articles may also be
edited at the discretion of the Committee. ITPAS committee members can be
contacted by phone or email as detailed above.
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ITPAS Committee 2016 -17

Members should check their
subscription payments to see if they
owe for the coming year. Please talk

to our Membership Secretary for
details of how best to pay.

Can members ensure that their contact
details are up-to-date please. Contact the
Membership Secretary to inform of
changes to address, telephone or email.

We are hoping that our new members
become involved in shaping future policy and
events by coming up with ideas and
suggestions and maybe by offering to serve
on our committee for a time. New blood and
new contributions are always welcome.
Please contact us if you feel you would like to
be more involved.

All meetings are at 19:30 in Irby Village Hall
unless otherwise stated. Free for members.

Thursday July 6th at 19:30

Check our accounts, Election of Officers,
Issues, Questions, Quiz

Free tea and cake on arrival

Thursday October 5th

Wirral Rights of Way Officer
Robin Tutchings

Thursday January 18th 2018, 14:00

‘Curiosity Corner’
With June Corner

Thursday March 15th - 19:30
John Twigg - National Trust

Please pass this Newsletter on to a friend or neighbour to
encourage interest in our society. We need more people to

join ITPAS at £5.00 per household. In this way we can keep the
subscription costs at this rate and continue to do the work we
do for the community. The £5.00 is excellent value giving you
two Newsletters each year plus four free talks in addition to

obtaining grants, monitoring planning and organising actions
on your behalf in our area. If every household got one other to

join it would make a huge difference.

Chairman
Melanie Walker – 648-6780

Vice Chairman /
Newsletter / Web

Roy Fisher - 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Secretary
Ian Chalmers – 648-5619

Treasurer & Membership
Latimah Sinclair - 648-2444

Planning & Footpaths
John Heath- 648-6015

johnheath@barnstables233.co.uk

Charity Commission Liaison
Lukman Sinclair - 648-2444

Committee / Village Hall Rep
Patricia Kinsey - 648-6716

 Beach/Conservation Officer
Jim McCormac - 604-0376

Committee Members
Carole Penrose - 648-4116
    Iris Stubbs - 648-7260


