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Viking expert unveils
information board

explaining Wirral’s historic
past

Viking history expert, Professor Stephen
Harding of Nottingham University, was
guest of honour on February 27th at the
official unveiling of the new information
board, erected near the site of Wirral’s
ancient Viking parliament.

ITPAS provided the interpretive
information board in the car park of the
Basset Hound pub, Thingwall, adjacent to
the site of the historic Viking assembly, or
parliament, at Cross Hill, Thingwall.

Vice Chairman, Roy Fisher, worked
closely with Professor Stephen Harding
and the brewery, Greene King, in bringing
the project to fruition.

The board was funded by Wirral Council’s
West Wirral Constituency Committee’s
small grants programme and
complements the Old Norse signage
around Thingwall and the interpretive wall
mural inside the Basset Hound itself.

Professor Harding said,  ‘The fact that
there was once a Thing assembly on
Wirral shows how substantial the Viking
population once was – and still is in the
DNA of many of the people living here

today.  It is something that we can be
really proud of.  This beautifully produced
board will help us celebrate this great
heritage. It is also very appropriate that
the Board has been located in the patio of
the Basset Hound pub: this directly faces
Cross Hill – the location in Thingwall most
likely to have been the site of the Thing
Assembly.   1000 years ago when the
Vikings assembled for their Thing meet
not only would it have been an important
occasion for deciding policy and law, but
also it would be an occasion for meeting
old friends, some who could have come
from afar (such as the Isle of Man, West
Lancashire and North Wales – where
there were also Viking settlements) …
and the Vikings were known for liking a
drink or two!”…

ITPAS Chairman, Melanie Walker, added:
‘The board will not only interest students of
Viking history and visitors from Norway,
but also the general public, many of whom
may be unaware of the significance of the
site. We are very pleased with the finished
article and wish to thank Professor
Harding, for his support, and for helping
us with the content
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Professor Harding unveils the board

Professor Harding, ITPAS Vice-Chairman Roy Fisher
and Basset Hound Manager Alan Jones at the ceremony.

New Viking board explains Wirral’s historic past
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The observant amongst you will have noticed
swathes of golden daffodils adorning verges and
corners around our ITPAS area.

As reported in our last issue in November, ITPAS
applied for a grant of £298 awarded from the WBC
‘Love Wirral’ fund which enabled us to purchase 4500
daffodil bulbs. Teams from our Committee and their
families and friends planted out in ten local areas
which now are resplendent. However the best may
be over by the time you read this newsletter.
We can all look forward to next Spring when the
displays will be even more prolific. We hope to
continue our planting schemes using grant funding
but there is also the opportunity for individuals and
businesses to sponsor a grass verge for future
planting. Contact Melanie Walker on 0151-648-6780

In a similar vein, we have a rota for
volunteers to tend to the flower beds
by Irby Library. We need a couple more to complete
the rota which entails about an hour each month. The
rota means that you would need to do only two
sessions each year weeding and tidying. Contact us
if you are interested.on 648-5619

Our Summer Meeting on June 10th, will be in the
form of a visit to Pensby Hall. Few people know
of its existence and even fewer have seen it.
Well, here is a chance to have a tour of this fine
old building and explore its rooms and gardens
courtesy of Francis Dean, the owner.
This Grade II building was built in 1688 with later
additions and has been listed since 1962. It is
made of dressed stone with a slate roof. It has
many casement windows, some with mullions
and there are also interesting roof-trusses.
Due to restrictions there are only 30 places
available for this tour, which is on  a first come
and pay, first served basis. It is limited to one
member plus one guest with them and your
place on the list is confirmed with your payment
of £5.00 per person.
Tea and cake will be available for a minimum £3
donation during the tour. Proceeds will go to
MENCAP charity.
Contact Latimah Sinclair on 648-2444 to book
your place and arrange payment.

Daffodil

planting

Pensby Hall
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Two of our ITPAS members drew
attention to the inconsiderate setting
of a new BT broadband cabinet
outside the 17th century sandstone
Anchor Inn, Irby:

The members alerted the committee
and on a cold January day, Chairman
Melanie Walker and Secretary, Ian
Chalmers, met with representatives
from BT Openreach and Wirral
Borough Council’s Highways
inspectorate.
What emerged was astounding to say
the least:

· The site approved by the council was
adjacent to the other BT cabinet about 30
metres to the left of the position in the
photograph

· BT had taken it upon themselves to
change the location without consulting
anyone

· BT have ignored the council’s emails
asking them to locate it in the approved
position

· The reason for the current position
(according to BT) is that the approved site
had limited pavement width to
accommodate a wheelchair

· When ITPAS investigated they found the
grass had spread over the pavement and
when pushed back with a spade, the
pavement was about two foot wider!

· ITPAS offered to fund the tarmac for a
part of the verge to accommodate the
relocated cabinet

· The cabinet is not yet connected/wired up
· Our Planning Officer John Heath asked

local MP Esther McVey to intervene. She
in turn wrote to BT asking them to
reconsider the position

Despite all of the above, BT have now come
back with a response which is that they have no
intention of relocating the cabinet.

ITPAS has submitted the story to the local and
national press plus local radio and BBC North
West Today. ITPAS has also lodged a complaint
through the BT complaints procedure.

Watch this space!

This year’s AGM will be on Wednesday 15th July
commencing at 7.00 pm.

Please note the changed venue: Irby Evangelical Church
(opposite the Shippons)

We have listened to what our members had to say at our
2014 AGM and have reverted to a traditional meeting:

· Presentation of annual accounts
· Formal voting for committee positions
· Illustrated review of the ITPAS year
· Fun quiz with prizes
· Refreshments

General questions will be taken on the night subject to time
availability. If you wish to make a proposal at the meeting,
please lodge this with the ITPAS secretary, two weeks
prior to the meeting.

The current committee have all agreed to serve for another
year. However, we will need proposers and seconders for
each of the following:

Chairman: Melanie Walker
Vice Chairman: Roy Fisher
Treasurer: Latimah Sinclair
Secretary: Ian Chalmers
Planning Officer: John Heath
Village Hall representative: Pat Kinsey
Conservation/Beach Officer: Jim McCormac
General committee: Carole Penrose and Iris Stubbs

DISPUTE
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At our 2013 AGM, the ITPAS committee
received a member’s complaint about
car parking difficulties in Irby.
As a result, we conducted an all day
survey of the Roslin Road car park and
found that of the 32 spaces available, 12
were occupied by the same cars all day,
and other spaces for long periods.
We were conscious of other grumbles
about car parking difficulties and so
followed up the survey up with a broad
and open question to our members:

“What do you think about parking in Irby?”
We analysed the replies and these themes emerged:

· car parking is a problem in Irby
· parking time limits should be introduced (car

park, lay-by and street parking)

ITPAS wishes Irby Village to remain vibrant with businesses
able to attract customers. To aid trade, and retain
businesses in the village, the committee felt that there
should be opportunities for a regular turnover of car parking
spaces so visiting customers may park their cars easily.
In January 2015, we again canvassed our membership with
some specific ITPAS recommendations which we thought
might improve car parking in Irby:
Roslin Road car park
Restricted parking of up to three hours
No restrictions on parking in the car park between 1800 hrs
and 0800 hrs
Free car parking in the car park at all times
Lay-by parking
Restricted parking of up to one hour (as per the lay-by in
Heswall centre)
On the street parking in Irby village
Restricted parking of up to two hours
However, before taking the recommendations to Wirral
Borough Council, we felt it vitally important to canvass the
views of all Irby businesses.

In summary, we received a very strong lobby from the
businesses in favour of leaving things as they are,
particularly to accommodate an element of staff car
parking and to avoid irritating local residents with
obtrusive street parking.

Our committee still believes that the members who
complained about parking difficulties may have a case, but
as one business pointed out, this happens only at certain
times of the day.

As a result of all of this, we have concluded that there is no
easy solution and the issue is now beyond the skills of even
the ITPAS committee!

Many thanks to the members who responded to the various
stages of the survey.

As reported in our previous newsletter, ITPAS applied for a
grant from Wirral Borough Council’s “Your Wirral” fund to
refurbish the old Warrens Nursery notice board at Thingwall
Corner.  The notice board was refurbished in December.

The board was kindly donated to ITPAS by the Thingwall
Allotments Society who had, in turn, inherited it from Wirral
Borough Council, when the Warrens Nursery was closed in
2009.

The ITPAS area has always included Thingwall and Arrowe
Park, and it is therefore appropriate to have a community
information board on this site.
The “Warrens Nursery” heading has been retained as a
reminder of the previous occupants of this site.
ITPAS now has four community notice boards – Ridgewood
Park, Pensby, Irby Park, Irby Village and The Warrens, as
well as the use of three other boards in Pensby Library, Irby
Library and outside the Coop in Pensby.

Andrew Brockbank of the National Trust, gives his
informative and entertaining talk  entitled ‘Living with a
Changing Coastline’ in January 2015.

PARKING

The Saga of Car Parking in Irby

New Noticeboard for Thingwall

Early postcard view of Mill Hill Road and Hillview Road looking towards Greasby.

Winter Talk
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Whilst it is recognised that Planning Applications may have
considerable impact upon individuals in the immediate
vicinity, this does not mean that they can all be objected to by
ITPAS if there are no real legitimate 'planning grounds'.  This
said, we try to remain vigilant and will often seek
modifications and mitigation to lessen any adverse effects on
neighbours or the local community where a formal objection
is not reasonable.

We look at all Planning Applications in our area, going through
the Council's Weekly Lists on their Website, but also respond
to matters raised by our individual Members or as an
Association.  Please continue to help us by watching out for
local issues and concerns but forgive us if we do not always
report back or we fail to get a satisfactory outcome despite
our best efforts.

The last period has been relatively quiet in Planning terms but
we are keeping a 'watching brief' on several sensitive
Applications and various sites we believe are under potential
risk of inappropriate development.  Whilst we are realistic
enough to accept that people need to live and work
somewhere, there are sometimes better ways that this can be
achieved than some applicants propose.

Recent and current areas of objection and other activity with
WBC Officers include:

(i) Prevention of the erosion of Green Belt (including
encroaching private gardens);

(ii) Objecting to inappropriate development in our area and
surrounding Green Belt;

(iii) Identifying trees which add special character to our
area and bringing them to the attention of the
Council's Tree Officer for consideration of TPOs (Tree
Preservation Orders) following the terrible and
unnecessary removal of the wonderful willow on
Thurstaston Road;

(iv) Chasing answers from WBC concerning long-
standing informal requests for clarification and/or
action which may result in ITPAS taking the more
drastic action of issuing formal 'Freedom of
Information Requests' where your Society feels it is
being frustrated.  These include minor but
unauthorised development or siting in Green Belt,
caravans parked long term in fields, construction
departing from Approved Plans, instances of lack of
action on 'Enforcement' issues where time is of the
essence,

and more ...

Over this last period, almost all the Applications the Society
has opposed have been withdrawn or refused.  However, this
does not mean we can lower our guard.

On Footpaths, WBC Rights of Way Officer, Robin Tutchings,
has been doing sterling work in our area installing more lift-up
gates in place of stiles, thereby making our fantastic
countryside walks accessible to more people.

ITPAS has drawn several items to his attention recently,
asking for action on Footpath FP44 (Hill Farm to Anchor)
where we've requested the broken concrete post across the
path and the wooden bar stile both be removed, as the former
has been a long time hazard and the latter is now the last bar
to full access on this Footpath.  Also, we've asked what can
be done about the state of the ground at the bottom end of
the field, which has been unsafe and for most purposes and
people impassable for the whole winter, and where there are
reports of accidents, falls and lost shoes and stuck boots.
People are saying that the area has not been so wet/muddy
and poorly drained in living memory. It may be a coincidence
but the area has been getting worse year on year since the
field was ploughed for crops rather than used as grazing. The
field now drains differently and seems to concentrate more in
that area (which has always got wet - hence its name, Roman
Well) but never like this. It might also be due to insufficient
attention to drainage ditches.

Regarding the Footpath FP45 (Irby Village to Harrock Wood),
the mulch underfoot along the fenced-in section is just about
holding up with local repairs by concerned regular walkers
but it will soon need some further dressing. However, the area
in the immediate vicinity of the stile (at the open field end -
see photos) and beside Harrock Wood (see photo) are very
poor with deep water and slippery mud so that walkers have
to cling onto the wire fence (or timber fence) with boots on the
bottom strand (rail) to avoid the mess.  We have sought
improvements.

PLANNING

OFFICER
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© ITPAS – Contact the Newsletter editor, details on this page, if you wish to extract
information from this Newsletter. For externally drafted articles, contact the copyright
holder or author direct (details will be shown). We are more than happy to receive
articles, comments, letters or suggestions though they may or may  not be included in
our forthcoming Newsletters or on the ITPAS website. Any such articles may also be
edited at the discretion of the Committee. ITPAS committee members can be
contacted by phone or email as detailed above.

Annual General Meeting
Evangelical Church (opp Shippons)

Wednesday July 15th at 19.30

Refreshments available, quiz, raffle

ITPAS Committee 2014 -15

Chairman
Melanie Walker – 648-6780

Vice Chairman
Roy Fisher - 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Secretary
Ian Chalmers – 648-5619

Treasurer & Membership
Latimah Sinclair - 648-2444

Planning & Footpaths
John Heath- 648-6015

Charity Commission Liaison
Lukman Sinclair - 648-2444

Newsletter & Web Manager
Roy Fisher – 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Beach/Conservation Officer
Jim McCormac - 604-0376

Committee / Village hall rep
Patricia Kinsey - 648-6716

Committee Members
Carole Penrose - 648-4116

Iris Stubbs - 648-7260

Members should check their
subscription payments to see if they
owe for the coming year. Please talk

to our Membership Secretary for
details of how best to pay.

Can members ensure that their contact
details are up-to-date please. Contact the
Membership Secretary to inform of
changes to address, telephone or email.

We are hoping that our new members
become involved in shaping future policy and
events by coming up with ideas and
suggestions and maybe by offering to serve
on our committee for a time.  New blood and
new contributions are always welcome.
Please contact us if you feel you would like to
be more involved.

All meetings are at 19.30 in Irby Village Hall
unless otherwise stated. Free for members.

Forthcoming Events

Pensby Hall Tour - 2.45 pm, June 10th

Tickets £5.00 -  limited to one member plus one guest
Very limited places - Contact Latimah Sinclair 648-2444

September Walk
Irby Treasure Hunt - details/date to be confirmed

October 28th - ‘Turnpikes to Motorways’ - Gavin Hunter

January 20th 2016 - Talk and Valuations - John Crane

March 16th 2016 - Captain Hugh Daglish  LVO JP RN
Ex-Commander of the Royal Yacht Britannia

Please pass this Newsletter on to a friend or neighbour  to
encourage interest in our society. We need more people to

join ITPAS at £5.00 per household. In this way we can keep the
subscription costs at this rate and continue to do the work we
do for the community. The £5.00 is excellent value giving you
two Newsletters each year plus four free talks in addition to

getting grants, monitoring planning and organising actions on
your behalf in our area. If every household got one other to

join it would make a huge difference.


