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A joint venture company (Vodafone +
O2) contacted ITPAS about their proposal
to locate a shared 15-metre (50ft) high
radio Mast and three 2-metre (6' 6")
high technical Cabinets at the corner
of Thingwall Road and Irby / Thurstaston
Road, required (they say) to secure local
mobile 'phone reception and provide
for high quality 4G. They invited comment
and offered a meeting. ITPAS accepted
the offer and hosted the meeting, which
involved representatives of Vodafone,
their Consultants, Irby Library
(Friends/Volunteers), Local Councillors
and ourselves. ITPAS also provided
and explained reasons why this location
would be inappropriate and resisted but,
having concluded that an installation
of the kind proposed was inevitable
(in view of developments elsewhere),
it provided  suggestions as to more
appropriate alternative locations.
Amongst  many  reasons  why their
Proposal was considered inappropriate
were:
(i) intrusion within an important area of

Irby Village townscape, immediately in
front of and dominating the
commemorative 'Jubilee Tree'
(illuminated at Christmas), across from
the iconic Irby Tree framing the view
across fields to the Welsh Hills, and
right at the centre of the remaining
historic buildings (the 'Anchor', Irby
Hall and 'Barnstables') and the ancient
footpath up from the old harbour; and

(ii) visual obstruction at a very busy and
dangerous road junction where recently
a youth was run over and seriously
injured, having to be airlifted to Hospital.
The three proposed 2-metre high
Cabinets could become even more in
the future.

Vodafone said they now appreciated
the context of this location and were
minded to move to another site. Several
were discussed and will be investigated
further.
ITPAS will call upon WBC to satisfy
themselves that additional equipment
could not be located on the existing
Manweb-owned Tower.
All parties will meet again.

O2? - Oh No!

The proposed phone mast in front of the library and the Jubilee Tree. The apparently
small control boxes in front of the wall are in fact taller than most adults and this shows
The relative size of the whole proposition and its impact
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Western Link evening – Wednesday 26th October,
Irby Village Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm.
Learn all about this major civil engineering project affecting
many parts of Wirral including, Frankby, Greasby, Irby,
Arrowe Park, Thingwall and Barnston. Hear about  the
rationale for bringing the cable across Wirral in the first
place, the challenges faced by the project team and
contractors, concerns for the environment and wildlife the
reinstatement of the land back to how it was, ITPAS@
involvement with the good news stories about the Chip and
Putt course in Arrowe Park and the wildflower meadow and
the legacy of the project.

Raffle, tea and homemade cakes available as usual.
Members free, non-members £5. Why not introduce a
friend to ITPAS?

A visit to Liverpool Town Hall – Wednesday 1st

February at 11.00 am

This is an exclusive ITPAS tour around a glorious building,
led by Liverpool Community Historian, Steve Binns MBE.
The tour comes highly recommended by a number of ITPAS
members. The tour is 90 minutes and includes the debating
chamber, the ballroom, the balcony plus much more. Steve
is a wealth of knowledge on historical subject matter and
Liverpool Town Hall is his particular favourite. During this
fascinating tour you will be treated to anecdotes and stories
about many of the characters to have come through the
doors over the years.
The tour fee is £3.00 per person, with children under 16 free.
Payments are taken on the day of the tour.

Due to the easy access of the town hall by public transport,
ITPAS has not provided a coach on this occasion.

Suggested transport:
Bus 471 – leaves Heswall at 09.57; Irby at 10.07; stay on
the bus to Cook Street (just off Castle Street). The town hall
is a short walk away.

Train – (Free park and ride at Birkenhead North Station –
09.34; Hamilton Square 09.41; James Street 09.44. The
town hall is a short walk up James Street and along Castle
Street.

Footpath FP44 (Hill Farm to the 'Anchor' PH): The
requested works are complete (thanks, Robin), with the
broken concrete post across the path and the high wooden
bar stile both removed and replaced with a smart 'kissing
gate', now making the Footpath accessible for its entire
length. However, no drainage works at the Dawlish Road
end appear to have been done, so we fear that it will
become impassable again from November to March.

FP44 is particularly attractive and varied (see photos),
including open vistas across fields to the Welsh Hills,
paddocks with ponies and rare breed sheep, a duck pond
with various water fowl, and views over Thurstaston. At
the Hill Farm end, there are options to stop at the 'Cottage
Loaf' or walk on to the historic Village of Thurstaston or
through the National Trust area called 'Kitty Flashes' (a
'hidden jewel') on the way to Thurstaston Common.

Footpath FP45 (Irby to Harrock Wood & Pensby): The
fenced-in section still suffers from flooding at times owing
to the degeneration of the green mulch put down two years
ago and by trampling at the field stile (by cows and
walkers) but the main issue now is the restrictive width
arising from overgrowth of the prickly hedgerow and
spreading weeds, including thistles and nettles. Robin
Tutchings, WBC's Footpath Officer is asked to resolve this.

Future events



Irby, Thurstaston and Pensby Amenity Society

www.itpas.org                                           Page 3

We are all familiar with the Barn Owl, with its heart-shaped
face and haunting gaze.  These beautiful birds feature on
television wildlife programmes, are pictured amid snowy
scenes on Christmas cards and star in Harry Potter films. But
I wonder how many residents in Irby, Thurstaston and
Pensby have been privileged to see these rare and elusive
birds flying and hunting across the Wirral?
Barn Owls are now so rare that they are afforded the highest
legal protection as they are listed on Schedule 1 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act. Barn Owls suffered a post-war
decline of 85% locally and by 1999 there was only one known
breeding site left on the Wirral peninsula.
A number of factors have contributed to the plight of the Barn
Owl including loss of habitat and of the barns and
outbuildings, which provided valuable roosting and nesting
sites. The situation has improved gradually in the past few
years but is still precarious.
Volunteers from The Wirral Barn Owl Trust have been
working tirelessly over the past 17 years to reverse that
decline and have, amongst other things, installed over 250
nest boxes on the Wirral.  Volunteers construct and install
each nest box, which is then monitored, and at successful
sites the young are fitted with individually-numbered leg rings
before they fledge. The data collected enables Wirral Barn
Owl Trust to monitor the population level and the movement
and survival rates of those birds, and helps to protect
breeding sites and to maintain, increase and protect foraging
habitat. The materials, tools and equipment, including
ladders, brackets, marine plywood and protective paint used
to construct and install nest boxes are a costly and ongoing
expense. Wirral Barn Owl Trust is a registered charity and
relies heavily on donations and the goodwill and hard work of
a few dedicated volunteers to keep going and it needs your
help!
Wirral Barn Owl Trust Chairman Steve Harris has explained
to me that parts of the Irby, Thurstaston and Pensby area are
really significant for Barn Owls - probably the most important
in the whole peninsula. Barn Owls are generally regarded as
an indicator species for the health of biodiversity in our
countryside: good habitat for Barn Owls also provides good
habitat for other birds, small mammals, wild flowers and
insects, making the work of the Trust even more valuable.
ITPAS has its roots in conservation of wildlife and our green,
open spaces.  It is what we believe in.  You can help the plight
of the Barn Owl and support this worthy organisation by
either becoming a member of Wirral Barn Owl Trust at a cost
of £10.00 per year (£15.00 for a couple at the same address)
or you can help the continuing work of the Trust by making a
donation. Members receive a bi-monthly newsletter, keeping
you up to date on the status of Barn Owls on Wirral’ and are
welcome to attend members’ meetings at Bebington Civic
Centre where they have guests speakers and you have
chance to meet volunteers and learn more. You may have a
couple of hours free and wish to become a volunteer. To find
out more about the Wirral Barn Owl Trust and what you can
do to help, you can visit the website

www.wirralbarnowltrust.org,
email info@wirralbarnowltrust.org

Wirral Barn Owl Trust is in desperate need of funds and
volunteers so please do what you can to enable the

valuable work of the Trust to continue.

ITPAS has received 130 free trees donated by The
Woodland Trust for planting in Irby copse. Wirral
Borough Council’s Parks Department has given
the project its blessing.

The saplings are due to be delivered during week
commencing 6th November with planting likely to
take place on Tuesday 15th November. All volun-
teers welcome to assist with this project. If you’d
like to join us even for half an hour, please make
the ITPAS secretary, Ian Chalmers, aware of your
name and contact telephone number. Many hands
make light work, though we envisage the task to
entail digging holes or trenches, planting the small
saplings and back-filling with topsoil.  We are hop-
ing to have a member of the Parks Department in
attendance to provide advice.

Committee changes
Since 1974, ITPAS has had the benefit of many
able committee members who, with the march of
time have done their watch and have passed the
baton to the next, perhaps younger, tranche of
volunteers to ensure the continuance of ITPAS.

Members are reminded that two years ago, ITPAS
Secretary, Ian Chalmers, announced his intention
to step down from this role at the 2017 AGM.

The committee is still seeking a successor to be
appointed in good time for a smooth handover.

If any member feels they may be interested in
giving a little time to this committee position, both
Ian, and Chairman, Melanie Walker, would be
happy to discuss the responsibilities, though these
can be summarised as preparing agendas for
monthly meetings/AGM, writing up and circulating
action points, arranging speakers/visits and
contributing to ongoing ITPAS discussions. The
role may suit a recently retired person who is
seeking a worthwhile project. Some computer skills
(email, word, excel and internet proficiency) are
essential.

Barn Owls

Need your help Tree Planting

www.wirralbarnowltrust.org,
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Since our last Newsletter, several Green Belt issues have come to the fore. These have included proposed
developments at Townshend Avenue and 'Heatherlands', apparently unauthorised activity at Dawpool Cottages
and Hillbark Hotel, and a Report prepared for Wirral Council suggesting that there may be insufficient non-Green
Belt sites within the Borough to meet future Housing needs. In addition,
there are items in Pensby and Irby which would change the local character:
these are being resisted or acceptable alternatives are being put forward.

Townshend Avenue: The Application to develop up to 35 new
Houses has still not been determined by the Council. ITPAS lodged a
formal Objection on several Planning grounds and 161 other
objections have been sent in to date. We were advised that further
reports had been sought (Bat Survey, Flooding Risk, GC Newts, etc.)
and have commented upon these. We can still see no grounds at all
for either the delay or any consent.

Heatherlands: The 'Heatherlands' site (corner of Thurstaston Road)
has been an eyesore for some time and we understand there is little
prospect of it being redeveloped under its current usage. ITPAS is
supportive of redevelopment in principle and a Change-of-Use to
'Residential'. However, we consider (as do Planners) that the scheme
includes too many, out-of-character/scale dwellings. There is also an
opportunity for a Planning Gain for the local community: a landscaped
parking increase of 9 spaces, considered necessary in view of the
pressure for parking here from the School, Nursery and Walkers.

Dawpool Cottages: This is a case where an open meadow, part of the sweeping
vista from Thurstaston Common down to the Estuary, has been divided up with
static fencing into 11 paddocks for individual owner's horses without Planning
Permission and against Planning Guidance, changing the character of the land.

After a request from a local resident, ITPAS alerted the Planners to ensure
developments within Green Belt are appropriate and have Consents in place.

Hillbark Hotel: There are two on-going issues here which are related and both
also raise concern over whether proper procedures have been followed.

A recent Application seeks to retain the large Events Marquee standing alongside
the historic, Listed Building, together with unapproved extensions and a large
terrace with storage containers beneath. In addition, it appears that a binding
Condition of the original, temporary 5-year Consent (which required the Council to
enforce the Marquee's removal in the event that an Application for extension of the
Temporary Permission was not lodged by the Deadline and granted) has not been
met, with the Deadline running out more than 12 months ago without either Party
taking the required action. Further, a Section 106 Agreement* of the original
Consent (whereby profits were to be directed to restoration of the historic, Listed
Building) has not resulted in such works being carried out to the extent anticipated.
(* A Section 106 Agreement is a legal device linking a separate action to a Planning Approval).

Above: Containers with net curtains

at large windows, chairs, TV aerials,

satellite dish, fire extinguisher, plus

patio doors further chairs and BBQ

sets to rear. WBC do not consider

they suggest Containers have been

used as living accommodation !!

Above LHS: Existing

RHS: 3 New Houses

Above: Relative scales and styles

PLANNING OFFICER UPDATE
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ITPAS would like to see undertakings regarding local Green Belt and historic buildings
being carried through and is seeking explanation as to the circumstances of the
apparent failures.

The second issue concerns a series of containers within the grounds (3 reportedly
converted to living units and at times occupied) plus an accumulation of redundant
equipment alongside constituting a health hazard and eyesore within Royden Park. These
have remained in place without Planning Approval for around four years since the matter
was brought to the attention of ITPAS and we began our discussions with WBC Planning
and Legal Departments, involving over 40 email communications and two 'Freedom of
Information Requests'.

To those communications, WBC have responded in sometimes conflicting ways, including saying that Enforcement
is underway, investigations are in hand, detail cannot be given as legal proceedings are progressing, and that,
if non-approved uses are actually present, either appropriate Planning Applications or removals would be demanded.
However, promised actions largely did not appear to take place and recently WBC Legal Department has
responded that (i) the issue is now time-barred from further action; and (ii) there is no evidence of containers
being used as living accommodation. No comment was made regarding the 'tip'.

ITPAS responded (i) that there was case law elsewhere to suggest that the matter is not time-barred; (ii) by supplying
photographs of apparent residential use; and  (iii) by advising that an individual had confirmed he was living in a
Container.

WBC have now responded that they have undertaken a Review, which concluded there was no evidence of current
occupancy and that the matter is closed. ITPAS is minded to take things further owing to dissatisfaction over
Responses and the Council's actions which appear to have resulted in poor outcomes within Green Belt and
unacceptable public relations.

Pensby Hotel Update: Following Refusal of the
Application, WBC had given consent for Demolition
of the Hotel despite 90% of Responders to the
Planning Application objecting (to using the Site for
a new 60-Bed Care Home for Older People). This
paved the way for an Appeal which has now
concluded the Application should be "Allowed".

Does anyone remember this -

and where was it?

Below: Accumulating rubbish in

Green Belt / Public Park - eyesore

and health hazard?



© ITPAS – Contact the Newsletter editor, details on this page, if you wish to extract
information from this Newsletter. For externally drafted articles, contact the copyright
holder or author directly (details will be shown). We are more than happy to receive
articles, comments, letters or suggestions though they may or may  not be included in
our forthcoming Newsletters or on the ITPAS website. Any such articles may also be
edited at the discretion of the Committee. ITPAS committee members can be
contacted by phone or email as detailed above.
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ITPAS Committee 2016 -17

Chairman
Melanie Walker – 648-6780

Vice Chairman
Roy Fisher - 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Secretary
Ian Chalmers – 648-5619

Treasurer & Membership
Latimah Sinclair - 648-2444

Planning & Footpaths
John Heath- 648-6015

johnheath@barnstables233.co.uk

Charity Commission Liaison
Lukman Sinclair - 648-2444

Newsletter & Web Manager
Roy Fisher – 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Beach/Conservation Officer
Jim McCormac - 604-0376

Committee / Village hall rep
Patricia Kinsey - 648-6716

Committee Members
Carole Penrose - 648-4116

Iris Stubbs - 648-7260

Members should check their
subscription payments to see if they
owe for the coming year. Please talk

to our Membership Secretary for
details of how best to pay.

Can members ensure that their contact
details are up-to-date please. Contact the
Membership Secretary to inform of
changes to address, telephone or email.

We are hoping that our new members
become involved in shaping future policy and
events by coming up with ideas and
suggestions and maybe by offering to serve
on our committee for a time.  New blood and
new contributions are always welcome.
Please contact us if you feel you would like to
be more involved.

All meetings are at 19:30 in Irby Village Hall
unless otherwise stated. Free for members.

Wednesday, October 26th at 19:30

The challenges and execution of this
major Wirral project for high-voltage

electricity cable

Wednesday February 1st - 11:00

Steve Binns MBE - Liverpool Community Historian

Please pass this Newsletter on to a friend or neighbour  to
encourage interest in our society. We need more people to

join ITPAS at £5.00 per household. In this way we can keep the
subscription costs at this rate and continue to do the work we
do for the community. The £5.00 is excellent value giving you
two Newsletters each year plus four free talks in addition to

obtaining grants, monitoring planning and organising actions
on your behalf in our area. If every household got one other to

join it would make a huge difference.


